
TERM 2, Week 3:  Wednesday 17 May 2017. 
 

 
Kia ora tatou  
 
Last week I went to Melbourne, in the self-titled "Education State" of Victoria with 35 
principals from Canterbury. This trip was funded by the Ministry of Education. The 
University of Melbourne Network of Schools (UMNOS) involves lead teachers being 
trained in a range of evidence-based teaching methods which are outlined in "Visible 
Learning", a series of books by Timaru-born Professor. John Hattie who spent time with us 
in Melbourne to discuss his latest findings and education issues in general.  
 
We visited a series of these supported schools and I chose schools which had worked 
their way from a problematic position into successful schools. I had about two hours at 
each school to meet with principal, staff and students.ô 
  
The opportunity for our professional learning was massive; not so much that the 
Melbourne schools had everything right, although we really appreciated their openness 
and collegiality, but being able to observe and discuss 
with so many principals from close to home generated 
lots of ideas. 
 
The biggest message I took for us at Greymouth High 
School is that we are a good school, well and truly on 
the right track to being an excellent school - we have 
some amazing teachers doing great work and we need 
to keep growing in the direction we are going. 
 
Last Sunday, our PTA ran their Renovatorsô Ramble 
and it was a fantastic afternoon with great community 
support. Over 170 people enjoyed the tour, the trade 
displays, the spot prizes and the afternoon tea. I would 
like to sincerely thank the homeowners, the businesses 
who displayed, the people who attended and of course 
the PTA members who made this happen, whose 
generosity goes to the benefit of other parentsô children. 
 
NgǕ mihi 
 
Andy England 
Principal 
 

Important Dates 
¶ Saturday 20 May: Senior 

Ball @ Shantytown. 

¶ Whanau Hui: Thursday 25 

May, 5.30-7.00pm in Te 
Whare Akoranga. 

¶ Thursday 1st June: Shave 
for a Cure, Coxon Hall, 
7.00pm. 

 

Whatôs insideé 
¶ Front page: From the 

Principal / Important Dates / 
Whatôs inside. 

¶ Page 2: School Calendar. 

¶ Pages 3-5:  School News. 

¶ Pages 5 & 6: Sporting 

News. 

¶ Page 7: Dr Grahamôs Blow 

Up Science details. 

¶ Page 8: Westland Winter 

Series 2017 ï MotoX. 
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School Calendar 
 

May 

Saturday 20 May  Senior Ball @ Shantytown.  

Mon 22 ï Fri 26 May Level 3 Geography Field Trip to Golden Bay. 

Tuesday 23 May LATE START: students @ school 8.50am, classes start 9.00am. 

Thursday 25 May  Whanau Hui in Te Whare Akoranga, 5.30 -7.00pm.  

Tuesday 30 May LATE START: students @ school 8.50am, classes start 9.00am. 

June 

Friday 2 June West Coast Secondary Schoolsô Cross Country (Buller). 
Monday 5 June  Queenôs Birthday holiday. 

Tuesday 6 June  LATE START: students @ school 8.50am, classes start 9.00am. 

Wednesday 7 June Board of Trustees meeting in Te Whare Akoranga. 

Tuesday 13 June LATE START: students @ school 8.50am, classes start 9.00am. 

Wednesday 14 June Parent Teacher Association meeting, 7.30pm in the staffroom.  

Mon 26-Friday 30 June Junior Exam Week.  

Tuesday 20 June LATE START: students @ school 8.50am, classes start 9.00am. 

Tuesday 27 June LATE START: students @ school 8.50am, classes start 9.00am. 

Thursday 29 June Year 11-13 Parent/Teacher Evening, 5.00-7.20pm. 
 

 

Student Absences:  0800 GREYHIGH (0800 473 944)  
Email: attendance@greyhigh.school.nz 
 

Uniform Shop  
OPEN Tuesday & Thursday, 2.00-5.00pm. Located in the 

gym quad off Marlborough Street. 
 
 

Greymouth High School Parent Teacher 
Association  
ALL are welcome and especially our families new to 
Greymouth High School.  
PTA meetings are held every 2nd Wednesday of 
each month @ 7.30pm in the staffroom except 
during school holidays. Dates are as follows unless 
otherwise advised. 
 

14 June         
July ï No meeting      
9 August      
13 September      
October ï No meeting      
8 November       
December TBA 
 

mailto:attendance@greyhigh.school.nz
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School News 
 

Student Achievements 
Principalôs Awards 

This is an accumulative list of all students who have achieved Principalôs Awards this year. 

Year 10  

Caitlin Harris Ben Anderson   
 

Year 11 

Kaedyn Buchanan Emma Arthur Montana Lancaster Charmaine Smith 
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Writing and Poetry Competitions - WIN CASH AND/OR PRIZES!! 
 

This year, we have quite a few opportunities for students to showcase their creative ways with 
language, with lots of cash and prizes to be won! Have a browse through these: if any of them take 
your fancy, and you feel you can balance entering a competition with the school and sports 
commitments you already have, come and see Ms Longbottom in Room 12 for the entry details. If 

you are into creative writing and poetry, or working as a team to create a digital presentation, or 
you have some snappy one liners, then one of these could be for you!! 
  

Peter Smart Writing Competition 
Poetry and Prose 
Year 9 -13 
Cash and publication in the NZATE magazine óEnglish in Aotearoaô 
Deadline 22nd June. 
 

Liberate Your Words/Victoria University 
Poetry 
Year 12 and 13 
Deadline 3rd July 
Cash and prizes 
 

School for Young Writers 
Poetry and Prose 
Age: 13 - 19 
Deadline 30th August 
Winner published in Re-Draft 2017 
 

Future Transport Competition 2017 (education.nzta.govt.nz)  

Investigate transport challenges in NZ and create solutions 
Team of 3 or more students, Year 9 - 13 
Many ways to submit: Playable game, GIS mapping, geospatial data project, digital 
essay, video-animated, doco, drama etc, narrative, infographicé All submissions 
must be accompanied by a short written explanation of the the research, the 
challenge, the solution 
Deadline 30th June 
Winners - cash and prizes 
 

Learn/Coach NCEA Comedy Competition 
One Liners about NCEA! 
For the best one liners about the joys of NCEAé $50 each week for the best one!! 
Years 11 - 13 
 
Ms Longbottom 
English Dept 
Room 12 

 

Year 12 History and Geography Field Trip: 8-12 May 
Last week, a group of Level 2 history and geography students travelled 
down the West Coast to spend two nights in Queenstown, and then up 
the South Island to spend two nights at Mount Cook. The history 
students were carrying out research into gold mining in the Otago 
region, while geography students spent the week gathering data on 
Queenstownôs tourism industry, and studying glacial processes in the 
Southern Alps and High Country. 
 
 

As well as spending time working on research, there was plenty of 
opportunity for fun.  Students had the chance to explore Queenstown 
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and Arrowtown and to experience a taste of what the region has to offer. Fear Factory, bungy 
jumping, ziplining, travelling to the top of the gondola and giving the luge a go - as well as a couple 
of hours dedicated to shopping - all feature high on the list of trip favourites. 
 

The following two nights were spent at Unwin Lodge at Mount Cook Village, a great base for all 
kinds of activities. A rainy morning resulted in a switch around of plans and unfortunately a boat trip 
cancellation, but students still got the chance to check out the glaciers, walking to see the Tasman 
Glacier and then the Hooker Valley Track, which provided a very rewarding view (and a sample of 
glacial ice). Stargazing at Mount Cook Village was yet 
another highlight - the views of Saturn, the moon, and the 
peak of Mount Cook were amazing. 
 

Overcooked rice and melted ice cream aside, many laughs 
were had and the trip was a huge success. A massive thank 
you to Miss Vernall and Mr Orr for organising everything and 
allowing us to go and also to parent helpers Heath Allison 
and Allison Smith for coming along; Iôm sure our week away 
is one we will all remember. 
 

Written by Kate Campbell 
Year 12 Geography Student 

 

Careers - 2017 Liaison Visits and other Activities of interest 

Date  Provider  Venue  Time  
Thursday 22nd June West Coast Tertiary Pathway 

Roadshow 
Coxon Hall 9.00 am ï 3.00 pm  

Year 10 ï Year 12 classes 
will be timetabled to go.  

 

 

Sporting News 
 

RUGBY UNION - Brockbank Graves Trophy Recap 

On Wednesday 10th May we had the opportunity to host 
Buller High School at McLean Park in our opener to the 
Brockbank Graves Trophy. 
 

The day started off being a rainy and muddy affair with the 
Open Girlsô teams, a shortened version of the game was 
being played with 13 aside and Buller kindly let us borrow 
some of their players to even up numbers. It was an 
exciting match never the less with both experienced and 
rookie players coming out strong. Buller ended up taking 
the win 29-22 with 5 tries, 2 conversions to 
Greymouthôs 4 tries, 1 conversion. Stand out player for 
us was the talented Eve Findlay. She led the team 
from the front notching up 2 tries and a conversion. 
Excited to see the potential growth of these girls.  
 

Next up was our army of U15 boys. The rain had 
eased leaving a slippery playing surface. These boys 
may only be Year 9s and 10s but judging by the size of 
the tackles you never would've guessed! Greymouth 
put on an excellent show against a strong and well 
drilled Buller team taking the win 31-17 with an 
impressive 5 tries and 3 conversions to Buller's 3 tries, 
1 conversion. The numbers we had and playing with 
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rolling subs allowed us to keep fresh legs on the paddock throughout the encounter. Matthew 
Robbins put on an impressive display of kicking brilliance from the tee along with some great 
plays mid field. Also Riley Foster, one of the smallest boys on the field, showed his pace and 

evasion skills dotting down in the corner. This first hit out for the U15s shows great things to come 
especially for the Rural Livestock Rugby Tournament Greymouth is hosting during tournament 
week in September. 
 

The final game of the day was between the 
1st XV teams. This was where the big boys 
came out to play and I'm sure all the lads will 
still be feeling some of those monster hits. 
Buller High School started the game with a 
thrilling Haka and put on a masterclass 
display of footy dotting down multiple times 
throughout both halves taking the win 82-0. 
However, what our predominately league 
background seniors lacked in rugby finesse 
they made up for it with sheer determination 
and hard hitting tackles throughout the game. 
Greymouth High School were unable to break 
the defence of Buller and get points on the 
board. Itôs only onwards and upwards from here boys!  It was an excellent day out for all teams and 
I would like to thank our coaches Tom McGirr and assistant Dave Mama, for taking on the 
challenge of coaching all three teams throughout the day. Also a huge thank you to the West 
Coast Rugby Union for organising the field and referees. Finally, to the Buller High School players 

and management fronting talented rugby sides and for travelling to Greymouth. Great outing even 
though we had the classic West Coast rain to welcome the visitors. 
 

Our next games are against Westland High School on Wednesday 24th May in Greymouth. 

This is bound to be a thrilling encounter for all three teams. Keep an eye on the Sports Hub 
Facebook Page for kick off times and field location. 
 

Mixed Hockey Tournament Team Trials - Open to ALL year levels 
Date: Sunday 28th May     Time: 9.00am     Location: Hockey Turf 

Please bring appropriate hockey attire - stick, shin pads, mouthguard, turf shoes and TWO 
COLOURED TOPS (dark and light). 
Players must be able to go to tournament in Ashburton (Sept 3rd - 9th) and be able to train at least 
once a week leading up to tournament. 
If you CANNOT attend trials you must inform Maddy prior to the trial date if you want to be 
considered for this team. 
 
Basketball Bench Duty Reminder 

It is important that only those who are doing bench - four total at any one time - are to be sitting 
doing bench duties of 24 second clock, timer, scoresheet and spotter. These duties are important 
for the teams playing therefore having extra friends sitting around is very distracting for those on 
the bench, teams playing and referee. Please only have the allocated amount of people doing 
bench sitting at this table. 
 

Maddy Crawford 
Sports Coordinator 
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