
    2018 SENIOR COURSE 
INFORMATION EVENING



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGEV6ZLoNkU




      NCEA LEVELS

There are three different levels of NCEA

NCEA level 1 requires
80 credits at level 1 or above
Must include 10 literacy and 10 numeracy. 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/our-role/legislation/nzqa-rules/secondary-schools-supporting-information/literacy-numeracy-2011/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/our-role/legislation/nzqa-rules/secondary-schools-supporting-information/literacy-numeracy-2011/


NCEA LEVEL 2 AND 3

Level 2
60 credits at level 2+ 
20 credits from level 1+
And Literacy and Numeracy

Level 3
60 credits at level 3+
20 credits from level 2+
And Literacy and Numeracy



NCEA ENDORSEMENTS
When students perform consistently above the 'Achieved' level, their result(s) can be 
'endorsed' to reflect that high achievement.  This can occur at either the Certificate or 
individual course level.

Certificate endorsement
For an NCEA certificate to be endorsed with Excellence a student must gain 50 credits at Excellence at the 

level of the certificate or above. So, if a student has 50 Level 1 credits at Excellence they may have their 

Level 1 certificate endorsed with Excellence. Likewise, if a student gains 50 credits at Merit (or Merit and 

Excellence) at Level 1 their NCEA  Level 1 certificate may be endorsed with Merit.

Course endorsement
Course endorsement provides recognition for a student who has performed exceptionally well in an 

individual course. Students will gain an endorsement for a course if, in a single year, they achieve:

● 14 or more credits at Merit or Excellence, and

● at least 3 of these credits from externally assessed standards and 3 credits from internally 

assessed standards. Note, this does not apply to Physical Education, Religious Studies and level 

3 Visual Arts.



DEGREE PATHWAY

Students heading to degree study should select subjects 
from those leading to University Entrance 

• Year 11 and 12 6 subjects
• Year 13        5 or 6 subjects

We cannot offer all subjects at Greymouth High. Some 
subjects can be accessed by distance through other 
providers such as the 

• Virtual learning Network
• Te Aho o Te Kura Pounamu



UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE

You need University Entrance (UE) to go to a New Zealand 
university or enter a Polytechnic degree course. To be 
awarded UE you will need:

NCEA Level 3 with
Three subjects - at Level 3 or above, made up of: 

• 14 credits each, in three approved subjects 

Literacy - 10 credits at Level 2 or above, made up of: 
• 5 credits in reading
• 5 credits in writing

Numeracy - 10 credits at Level 1 or above, 



ACADEMIC  OR GENERAL PATHWAY 
TIMETABLE

6 subjects 
4 hours each

Year 11 
compulsory 
English & Maths

Science Strongly 
Recommended

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

ECO MAT ENG ACC ECO

ENG BIO MAT GEO ECO

ACC BIO MAT GEO ACC

    BIO ENG GEO Mentor ACC

MAT ENG BIO    ECO GEO



CHOOSING SUBJECTS

• What qualifications and future learning do my subjects 
lead to?

• Does my learning programme give me options to get 
University entrance in Year 13? 

In Year 11 try to keep your options open, especially 
if you are undecided about future course or career 
plans



Subject Selection

• Start with your highest intended qualification

• What subjects are needed for your final year of School?

• What prerequisites do you need for these?





Year 10 - Careers Unit 
● NCEA Qualification System,
● Vocational Pathways, WCTA
● Careers NZ Sites
● CV and Job Applications 



What’s next??
Senior Curriculum Book                                            Course selection book


