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Greymouth High School   
Te Kura Tuarua O Mawhera 
 

Parents’ Newsletter – 28 August 2009 
�
Early Closure – Monday 7 September 2009 
Students at Greymouth High School will be finishing at 1.20 pm on Monday 7 September.  
This is to allow our teachers specialist professional development.  
 
Therefore, the school will be closed for instruction as from  
1.20 pm. Buses will leave at 1.30 pm. Please note that this is not a half day and that fo ur 
out of the normal five classes will take place. Per iods 1, 2, 3 & 5 will run. 
 
If you are unable to look after your daughter/son please contact the school and we will 
provide supervision at school. 
 
We apologise for any inconvenience. 
 
 
Senior Ball 2010  
Please note that the Senior Ball in 2010 will now take place on Saturday 8th May at 
Shantytown. 
 
Term Dates 2010 
Term 1  Tuesday 2 February to Thursday 1 April 
Term 2  Monday 19 April to Friday 2 July 
Term 3  Monday 11 October to Friday 24 September 
Term 4  Monday 11 October to Friday 11 December 
2010 Holidays 
Waitangi Day                                     Saturday 6 February 
Good Friday 2 April (in holiday break) 
Easter Monday 5 April (in holiday break) 
Easter Tuesday 6 April (in holiday break) 
Anzac Day Sunday 25 April  
Queen's Birthday Monday 7 June  
Labour Day Monday 25 October  
Westland Anniversary Day Monday 29 November  
�
Chicken Pox 
There have been two confirmed cases of chicken pox in last two weeks so 
please be aware that this is a concern 
 
Scabies 
There have been cases of scabies in junior classes. Scabies is caused by tiny insects 
which burrow along in the skin, laying eggs as they go. Above the eggs small blisters form, 
surrounded red patches - these are very itchy. 
 

Scabies will not go away without treatment  
·  Scabies causes a very itchy rash which is worse at bedtime when you are warm. 
·  The rash is caused by the scabies laying eggs. Small blisters surrounded by red patches. 
·  You may notice the rash first: between fingers, on the wrist, inside elbows, around the 

waist, on the bottom and on private parts. 
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·  If someone in the family has scabies, others may have caught it without noticing a rash or 
itch. 

·  If you are not sure if you have scabies, talk to your Doctor, Practice Nurse, Public Health 
Nurse or Plunket Nurse. 

 
Your doctor or nurse can advise on treatment, every one living in the house should be 
treated at the same time.  
 

NZQA Fees 
These are due for payment to Greymouth High School by Wednesday 2 September.  
Please note  NZQA have a late fee of an additional $50.00. 
If you are entitled to Financial Assistance, please complete the form at the end of this 
newsletter and return it to Greymouth High School as soon as possible. Thank you. 
Any questions, please contact Roz Stuart, Deputy Principal. 
 
�

Careers  
All students applying for Halls accommodation  for Tertiary study in 2010 academic year will 
have already given the school referee portion of their application form to the Careers Adviser 
and should by now be filling in their portion of the Halls application form to ensure they are 
considered for accommodation in 2010 - the deadline is the end of September, but it is better 
to be in early. 
  

Scholarships.  All students who are applying for tertiary study should be checking out 
scholarships available and making early applications for these.  All tertiary web sites have 
scholarships links and students can also get information from Careers staff on what else is 
available.  All requests for school referees reports or scholarship recommendations must go 
through the Careers Adviser.  We also advertise regularly via the school daily notices when 
new or updated scholarship information is available."  
  
 

Room 5  will be having a $2 sausage sizzle at the Aquatic Centre on 
Sunday 30th August. All proceeds will go towards their trip to Hamner.  
 

Tournament Week 
We have eight Greymouth High School teams going on Tournament Week leaving on 
Sunday 30 August. They are: Senior Netball (Timaru), Junior Boys’ Rugby and Boys’ 
Football (Invercargill), Girls’ Football and Girls’ Hockey (Christchurch), Boys’ Hockey 
(Ashburton). We wish them all well for their games. 
 
Senior Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball teams both head for Dunedin for their tournament on 18 
September and our Multi-sport team head to Christchurch on 20 September. Our best wishes 
to them also. 
 

Library News 
Annual Reading Competition for Book Month 
September is Book Month in New Zealand and once again we have organised a reading 
competition.  Participants are given a list of 25 books and asked to read as many as they can 
before the 14th October when the competition ends.  They cannot count any of these books 
that they have read before the competition started.  They are asked to make a brief 
comment and give a rating to each book they read. 
The prize for this competition is quite substantial. 
One person has won the prize in 2007 and 2008, so there is hot competition to see who 
can take the prize off her this year. 
Watch this space!! 
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Year 11 Assistance 
At this crucial time of the year for senior students, I am fielding many 
enquiries from parents and caregivers regarding updates of their child’s 
progress. For those students who are not working toward their potential, I 
am encouraging them to take advantage of opportunities to get extra help 
from staff and departments. This is particularly so in the core subjects of 
English, Maths and Science. With internal assessment putting pressure on students 
throughout the year, time is running out quickly for some to achieve what they need.  
 
I have compiled a list of tutorials currently being offered to year 11 students. I will update this 
as changes occur. Please encourage your children to make the most of these valuable 
opportunities. 
 
Year 11 Tutorials / Course Assistance – Term 3/4, 2 009 
English Thursday, Friday – supervised study after school in Room 13. 
  Mr Smith’s class on Thursday lunchtimeS in Room 12. 
 
Maths   Thursday lunchtimes in Room 3. 

Mr Gallagher’s class on a Thursday after school. 

Science Mrs Gibson’s class, Thursday lunchtimes in Lab C. 
 
In addition to these, you are encouraged to ask you r teachers for extra help if needed. 
They will be happy to arrange something.  
 
David Shea  
Year 11 Dean 

 
 

Greymouth High School Draft Strategic Plan 2010-101 5 
The Board of Trustees has carefully considered the draft Strategic Plan for the next 
five years. The Board now puts this out for community consultation and invites your 
input. (This will be an annually reviewable document). 
 
Should you wish to give suggestions, you may do so in the following ways – letter, 
email or simply add your notes below and return to the school office . 
 
Strategic Plan Comments: 
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Purpose  Principles / Values  
Bilingual Motto:  
‘Strive for Success’ 
Whaia te iti kahurangi 
 
Arahura / Vision 
Greymouth High School will grow and nurture 
adolescents who will emerge as skilled 
responsible young adults. 

Healthy Body/Mind (Hauora)  
·  Resilience 
·  Self esteem 
·  Self awareness 
Learning/Achievement (Akonga) 
·  Curiosity 
·  Challenges 
·  Mastery 
Sense of Place (Whanaungatanga) 
·  Respect 
·  Responsibility 
·  Intrinsic pride 
·  Community 
 

Strategic Objective 
Greymouth High School will grow and nurture adolescents who are successful at learning. We will 
achieve this through: 
·  providing pathways and opportunities to meet a wide diversity of needs. 
·  having a positive teaching and learning environment which values learning and achievement. 
·  developing respect for ourselves, our community, our school, and our cultures. 
 

Strategic Goals 
 
Pride 
To engender pride in being a student at 
Greymouth High School and a valued member 
of the community. 
 
Raising Student Achievement 
All students will leave Greymouth High School 
with a minimum of a national certificate at Level 
1 or, they will be in further education and/or 
employment with prospects of gaining 
qualifications. We will actively work to lift 
achievement in NCEA at all levels. 
 

Effective Teaching 
Effective teaching practices for all students will 
be used and developed by teachers using best 
practice evidence synthesis as a basis. 
 

Engagement in Learning 
Students will be successful at learning will be 
developed and engaged through learning how 
to learn and through a teaching and learning 
environment which values positive and 
respectful relationships, appropriate behaviour 
and social responsibility. 
 

M� ori Student Outcomes 
Greymouth High School takes responsibility for 
raising M� ori student achievement by: 
·  developing M� ori students who are 

successful at learning. 
·  improving retention rates for M� ori 

students. 
·  regular hui with whanau to awhi the 

kaupapa 
 

 
Tertiary Programmes 
Greymouth High School will deliver tertiary 
programmes, distance learning opportunities and 
workplace training to support its mission, values 
and strategic objective through: 
·  Karoro Learning 
·  Mawhera Services Academy 
·  Adult and Community Education 
·  Gateway 
·  STAR 
 
Family/Wh � nau Nurturing Learning 
Effective strategies will be developed to support 
families/whanau in nurturing the learning of their 
children. 
 
Resource Management for Effective 
Teaching and Successful Learning 
The 10 Year Property Plan and Annual Budget will 
allocate resources to support the achievement of 
the school’s strategic objective, and strategic 
goals. 
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Enrol now for the Mothers Raising Boys workshop and  
learn how to set and enforce boundaries with confid ence 

and resolve. 
�
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