Te Kura Tuarua O Mawhera

Greymouth High School Student Leaders Jaz Hamilton, Lucas MacDonald, Zonika Klopper, Laura Mooney
and Joseph Barrow who were invited to sit with the Minister of Education Hon Anne Tolley at a breakfast
function held on Sunday 14 February at the Ashley Hotel.







Secheol Calendar

February

Tuesday 23 February

School Athletics Day @ Anzac Park.

Thursday 25 February

Back up day for School Athletics Day.

March

3 & 4 March

HPV Vaccinations for girls at school.

Friday 5 March

West Coast Secondary Schools’ Athletics.

Friday 13 March

West Coast Secondary Schools’ 7s.
West Coast Secondary Schools’ Tennis.

Wednesday 17 March

Progress Reviews mailed home.

Thursday 19 March

Term 1 Whanau hui in Whare kura.

Monday 22 March

Early Closure 1.20 pm.

22/23 March

Year 13 Geography Trip.

Wednesday 24 March

Board of Trustees meeting @ 5.15 pm.

Thursday 25 March

Parent/Teacher Evening for Junior School, 5.00 - 7.00 pm.

Wednesday 30 March

Parent/Teacher Evening for Senior School, 5.00 — 7.00 pm.

April

Thursday 1 April

End of Term 1.

Monday 19 April

Beginning of Term 2.

Reminder: The school day begins with whanau time at 8.40 am.
All students are expected to attend and attendance is checked.

Parents’ Association Meetings
All parents/caregivers/wh nau welcome
7.30 pm in the staffroom @ Greymouth High School

MEETINGS 2010: 10 March 12 May 9June 14 July 11 August
8 September 13 October 10 November 8 December (TBC)

Uniform Shop - located in the Gym quad.

OPENING HOURS are: Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 3.30 — 5.00 pm during term time.
If you have any doubt about what constitutes school uniform please contact the school
office or Roz Stuart, Deputy Principal, before purc  hasing items.

Parents’ Newsletter

This will be the last mailed Parents’ Newsletter. The newsletter will now be posted on the
school website: www.greyhigh.school.nz for parents to access. We are already posting
the school’s Daily Notices and other information for you on this website. If you do not
have computer access you can get a copy of the newsletter from the school office.

Student Records
If you have any changes to your contact details, please let us know. We need to have our
records accurate at all times in case an emergency arises and we need to contact you.






From the Principal....

Kiaora e nga whanau
Greetings to all families

Curriculum

The year is off to its usual busy start! As you may have noticed in the paper the
early weeks were complicated by late student choices and changes. Due to this
disruption, and concern over Video Conference/Correspondence classes, we shall
have a curriculum review this year. A questionnaire will be coming home shortly to
seek your views.

Standards

We have started the year with a very firm focus on responsibility and achievement.
We are looking hard at attendance, uniform, behaviour and on task learning. Your
support in this is very much appreciated.

Values

We are highlighting values this year as both staff and parents voiced a need. Our
Term One value is RESPECT which covers many aspects — all of which your child
should be able to describe now!

Home Contact

We have already held parent night for Year 9, 10, NCEA and the Wananga. Also
Whanau teachers will be in the process of contacting you personally as well to
establish sound links (all proven to improve achievement).

Sport

Already the year is getting very busy with this and it is heartening to see so many
students and parents getting involved. The life lessons in sport cannot be under
estimated and certainly underline our drive to high standards, sound achievement
and values.

Achievement
In our next newsletter we will look at our achievement progress in 2009 and
outline major initiatives for 2010.

Noho ora mai

Jim Luders
Principal

Parents’ Newsletter

This will be the last mailed Parents’ Newsletter. The newsletter will now be posted on the
school website: www.greyhigh.school.nz for parents to access. We are already posting
the school’s Daily Notices and other information for you on this website. Should you still
wish to receive a ‘hard copy’ newsletter like this, please let the office know and we will
arrange to have one given to your child to bring home for you.




Student Achievement

Congratulations to Alisha Osborne who sang a solo at
the “Yulia” concert in Hokitika on Saturday 20
February.

Scholarships

Sarah Brennan - Dennis Moore Memorial Scholarship is
awarded to students wishing to study away from their
home regions. Sarah will be studying music and
undertaking chef training.

St Johns National Competition

Chris Efford become the Top Drill Cadet in the country and
runner-up overall in the St Johns National Competitions
held in Christchurch at the beginning of February. Well
done Chris.

Spirit of Adventure

Cory McLennan was one of ten Year 10 students who
enjoyed a voyage on the Spirit of Adventure last year. He
was so thrilled with this opportunity that he wrote to
Yachting New Zealand with a story about his trip. His story
was published and he won a free life jacket. Good for you
Cory.

Principal’'s Awards

Year 9
Erin Columbus Brittany Lankshear Samantha Drake-Armstrong
Jasmine Evans Kate Densey |
Sporting Achievements
Athletics

Greymouth Athletic Club Championships — January

200m: Men 16 years: Adin Martinus 1, Josh Costello 2.

Triple Jump: Men 16 years: Adin Martinus 1, Josh Costello 3.

800m: Men 16 years: Adin Martinus 1.

High Jump: Men 16 years: Jordan Paterson 1, Adin Martinus 2, Josh Costello 3.
Javelin: Men 16 years: Adin Martinus 1, Jordan Paterson 2, Joseph Barrow 3.
Long Jump: Men 16 years: Adin Martinus 1, Josh Costello 3.



Pictured above are five of our Year 13 students who successfully completed the Buller Half
marathon on Saturday 13" February 2010. They all displayed great sportsmanship and support to
one another. Left to right: Lucas MacDonald, Laura Mooney, Jonas Brink, Zonika Klopper and
Charlotte Steele.

Mahar Cup Athletics meeting - Greymouth vs Nelson

Josh Costello — won 100m and long jump.

David Smith —won 200 and 400m.

Joseph Barrow — won the shot put.

Jordan Paterson broke the high jump record — 1.73m.

Adin Martinus, Josh Costello, Joseph Barrow and Jordan Paterson won the Mens 16 years 4 x
100m relay.

Charlotte Steele and Lashana Maclean winning the 100m and 200m respectively.

Rachel Coll had success in the long jump and Tyler Davey gained the West Coast title for the
400m in 56secs.

Tennis — Solid Energy West Coast Junior Tennis Open Championships,

Greymouth

Cougan Stoop and Liam Twist won the Grade 18 boys’ doubles champions and Grade 16 boys’
plate.

Emma Baker and Huv Davidson-Watts — 3" Grade 18 mixed doubles.

Emma Baker — 3" girls’ Grade 18 singles, runner up in the doubles.

Carl Schroder — runner up boys Grade 18 singles and doubles.

Other students competing were Jye Dey, Ben Reriti and Brett Aynsley.



Solid Energy Coast Kids’ Triathlon Series 2010
For children aged 8-15 years  Individual or two or three person teams

Race 1: Greymouth 28" February

Race 2: Hokitika 28™ March

Race 3: Westport 24™ April

Entry forms available at Coll's Sports World or www.sportwestcoast.org.nz  (check
out our events page). For more information contact Sport West Coast on 768 0775 or
email sara@sportwestcoast.org.nz

Entries for race one close on the 22" February and race two on 22" March
Chance to win major spot prizes!

Greymouth— Avanti bike & scenic helicopter ride
Hokitika — 2 bikes (1 boys’ & 1 girls’)

School News

Greymouth High School Deans

Marg Power - Year 9

Student Support Centre Co-ordinator
This year | am the Year 9 Dean and will be working with the
students supporting them in their academic achievements.

I am also the Student Support Centre Co-ordinator responsible for
supporting students at all levels in a restorative approach to
resolving problems or conflict.

If you have any concerns or questions | can be contacted on 768
0472 Ext 863 or Email: powerm@greyhigh.school.nz

Michelle Gibson — Year 10

I have been teaching at Greymouth High School for
the past five years. My subject area is Science and
| teach from Year 9 to Year 11.

This year | am taking on the role of Year 10 Dean.
My role will be to provide pastoral support in the
area of academic achievement. | will be
encouraging all of our Year 10 students to work
hard on establishing a sound foundation to go on to
Year 11. It is important that Year 10 is seen as a
vital stepping stone to success in NCEA Level 1.

I look forward to meeting and working with the
students. If you wish to contact me, please phone
the school office — 768 0472 or by email,
gibsonm@agreyhigh.school.nz.




Jane Chisholm — Year 11

As well as being Year 11 Dean, | teach Physical
Education and Health.

The focus of my Dean'’s role this year is to provide
encouragement and support to students to achieve
their full potential in Level 1. | am really looking
forward to working with and supporting our Year 11
students. | will be monitoring student’s academic
progress and rewarding students working well.

If you would like to discuss your child’s progress or
any issues that arise, please contact me, by ringing
the school office and leaving a message. | will return
your phone call as soon as | get your message.
Alternatively, you could email me,
chisholmj@greyhigh.school.nz.

Angela Seyb — Year 12

I have been at Greymouth High School for
seven years, working mainly in Mathematics,
where | am currently the HOD. | also teach
Computer Information Management in the
senior school. This year | have taken on the
role of year 12 Dean and am looking forward
to working with the Year 12s to support them
in their learning. The best way to contact me
is ringing the school office to leave a
message or via email
seyba@agreyhigh.school.nz

Catherine Moffitt — Year 13

This will be an exciting year as it is the third year | will spend
with this group of students. | look forward to them achieving
their goals and planning for the many occasions they will
celebrate this year.

I'm a true blue West Coaster and gained my education at
Greymouth High School, Tai Poutini Polytechnic, CPIT and the
College of Education. | am married with two grown up children
and two grand daughters. Before attending Art School | worked
in offices, retail and hospitality. With my husband, we have also
fostered many children.

As well as being Dean, | teach Year 7-13 Soft Materials and
Year 9 Art.

My role as Dean is to provide pastoral support and guidance for
Year 13 students with their learning. | am happy to help in any
way | can. Please contact me if you have any problems or
queries. | will do my best to help.

My contact details are: moffittc@greyhigh.school.nz or Phone 768 0472.




Maths Competition News

International competitions are seen as an excellent way for students to challenge
themselves and see how they stack up against students from other countries.
This year students will be encouraged to pit their Maths ability against the
following competitions:

OPEN - CLOSING DATE FOR | COST FOR
COMPETITION vears 9-11 ENTRY ENTRY WRITING DATE
lc\l:atlona[ Bank Junior Maths | 5 hiors Friday 19" March $4.00 April 28"
ompetition
Eton Press Senior Maths
Competition All Seniors Friday 19" March $2.00 MAY 20™
Australian Maths
Competition All Students End Of Term 1 $6.50 August 5
ICAS Maths Competition All Students End Of Term 1 $7.50 August 17"

We would also like to enter Year 10 and Year 9 teams into the Junior Cantamaths
Competition and send a Year 12 team to the Senior Cantamaths Competition.
The dates for the competitions and school team trials are yet to be determined.

Entry fees are to be paid to the school office by the closing date. Good luck to all
entrants.




Student Management and Restorative Practice
This year the student management system will use restorative
practice in the process of managing student behaviour. The
restorative approach is based on the belief that the people best
placed to resolve a conflict or a problem are the people directly
involved.

Initially a problem will be discussed with the student by the classroom teacher using the
following key questions:

1. What happened? 3. What do you need to do to put
(tell the story) things right?
What were you thinking at the time? (repair the harm)
What have you thought about since? What else might need to happen?
What did you have control over? How will this help? Tell me more
If there was a video camera on the about this.
wall what would it have seen? When can this happen?
What exactly are you saying sorry
for?
2. Who do you think has been 4. How can we make sure this
affected? doesn’t happen again?
(explore the harm) (move forward)
Who else has been affected? What do you need to do? What can |
In what ways? do to help?
Was this fair or unfair? What are your goals to help you
Was this the right or wrong thing to move forward?
do? What are you going to do to reach
Tell me more about that... these goals?
What other support do you need?

This will give the student an opportunity to explain what has occurred and why. Together
they will work on resolving the matter and repairing any harm that has occurred. This is a
preventative measure, with the hope being that the matter will be resolved.

If there are further incidents the student will be asked to complete a Reflective Thinking
Sheet (Level 2). This is based around the same key questions. Your son/daughter will
bring this home to discuss it with you, get it signed and return it to their teacher the
following day. Your assistance in discussing this with your child is a key component of
the process. It is a means of keeping you informed but also your support and guidance
will assist us in working alongside your child to resolve the matter. The whanau class
mentor will be kept informed and will support your son/daughter in making the right
choices.

If your child is referred from class they will be sent to the Student Support Centre and you
will be notified that day. Your son/daughter will need to approach the class teacher to
arrange a time to meet with the teacher to discuss and resolve the matter before
returning to that class. Again, the whanau class mentor can support your child in doing
this.

You will be kept informed (by your child’'s whanau class mentor) if there are ongoing
issues and if necessary a meeting will be arranged to discuss any concerns with you.
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International Students

Welcome to Marten, Marvin and
Gregor.

At the start of 2010 we welcomed
three new international students to
Greymouth High School. Marten
Fahse, Marvin Eil and Gregor
Jaroschka have all arrived from
Germany and will be with us
through to July this year.

Host Families Needed
We are looking for families who

would be interested in home-
staying students arriving in July 2010 for a length of stays ranging from one term to four
terms.

This is an opportunity for families to show these students a kiwi way of life and in return
learn about other cultures and lifestyles. Homestay families build life long friendships
with these students as they become part of your family.
. The students require a room of their own.
Homestay families receive a weekly allowance to cover the cost of the students
($200.00 per week from July 2010).
Greymouth High School is bound by and a signatory to the Code of Practice for
Pastoral Care of International Students.
All families receive full support, help and assistance from Greymouth High School.

To find out more please contact the office at Greymouth High School (768 0472) and ask
for Matt, or after school hours on 021 0497749 or 7625609 and ask for Deb. We will then
arrange for Deb our Home Stay Co-ordinator, to visit you to discuss the ins and outs of
becoming a homestay host family.

Parents’ Association

Kia ora and welcome to all new families and students.

Anything new can be daunting but will eventually feel like home and you will enjoy the
school community and make new life long friends.

This year is important to the Parents’ Association. We desperately need to fundraise with
over $5,000 required for the school van lease commitment that we have. New seating is
required for Coxon Hall as part of the refurbishment programme. We do have a few ideas
but any new ones are very welcome.

We are a friendly, small and casual group that meet monthly on every 2"* Wednesday of
the month. The meeting dates are detailed in our Parents’ Newsletter which is sent out
twice a term and will be posted on the school website too. It is just a short meeting and a



great opportunity to meet new people, catch up with principal Jim Luders and just have a
few laughs.

It would be great to see new faces. We are committed to making the school run smoothly
and are willing to help whenever needed. Quote from my old mother: the more we put
into life, the more we get out of it.

Judy Trompetter
Chairperson

School Sports

A new school year has started and our school proudly supports and promotes sporting activities
as a part of our students’ development. Your son/daughter can choose to be involved in some or
many of them so we would like you to consider some of the following recommendations:

# Check our Website (www.greyhigh.school.nz ) regularly. The West Coast Secondary
School Sports calendar is in there as are those South Island or New Zealand sporting
activities targeted as ones to attend. If you can't find any activity you would like to do,
please contact the school (sport@greyhigh.school.nz)

# Ask your son/daughter to read the Student Notices every day/week. All Sports’ news is
advertised in there.

# Remember please, all sport trips have a cost. The school usually charges between $10 to
$20 per student for trips along the West Coast, depending on the venues and kind of
transport involved.

# The cost for trips away from the West Coast, vary depending also on venues (location)
and transport involved, plus accommodation and food. The school has been subsiding
part of these costs in the last 3 years. The school will keep trying to fund transport and
accommodation costs by funding applications, but be aware that these funds are being
squeezed year by year. Also, the school pays for entry fees and levies.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you can help in anyway. Your input will help further
increase student participation in sports.

Carlos Junca

Sport Manager

GREYMOUTH HIGH SCHOOL
$ %

Values Programme: Term One - Respect

In assembly on Monday 15 February, we launched our values programme. Respect is our focus
for Term One. We are looking at what respect for people, resources and property and what
respect looks, sounds and feels like.

Respect looks like being on time, ready to learn and accepting others’ differences. It looks like
showing respect for your school by wearing correct school uniform with pride. Respect for
resources and property looks like putting your rubbish where it belongs and treating your
classrooms and equipment with care.

Respect sounds like having good manners to all around you. It sounds like one person speaking
at a time. It sounds like celebrating success, both inside and outside the classroom.

It feels like treating others as you would like to be treated, and understanding how it is to walk a
mile in someone else’s shoes. It feels like differences are okay. It feels like bringing your
positive attitude with you to school.



When respect shapes how we look, how we sound and how we feel, it enables us to make the
most of our potential, as individuals and as a group.

Posters relating to respect are in classrooms throughout the school. Whanau classes are
creating skits on respect for a whole school competition, with the winning whanau class receiving
a fish and chip lunch. Awards for respectful actions are also being made throughout the school
community.

Over one hundred secondary students from all parts of the West Coast are enrolled in courses
through WestNet and the Virtual Learning Network (VLN) in 2010. It's a reality in smaller schools
that senior class sizes may be too small to staff and a limited range of subjects will be offered
onsite. WestNet students, as part of an e-learning cluster, can choose to connect and learn
virtually via video conference lessons and the use of online teaching tools.

The VLN supports the concept of classrooms without walls, where students and educators have
the flexibility to connect with their classes 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The network provides a
rich and diverse range of courses, programmes and activities, from early childhood through to
tertiary, offered by New Zealand-based educators. Being a part of this progressive community
exercises our student's skills for living and lifelong learning — competencies central to the New
Zealand Curriculum. Research carried out by the NZCER over 2008 and 2009 showed students
found video conference courses required work but were engaging, rewarding and valued for
being student-centered and for encouraging independence.

Far from being an incidental add-on, the VLN is growing in diversity, scope and strength. In Feb
this year there were: 265 Schools, 172 Teachers, 240 Courses, 264 Classes and 1452
Enrolments nationwide.

The VLN is all about delivering courses and learning activities which are flexible, meet the needs
of NZ students and are backed by sound systems and pedagogical practices. The last five years
have been spent developing and delivering courses, which are supported by video conferencing,
web conferencing and online learning environments. Students are able to remain in their school
communities, but have access to flexible learning opportunities with other schools and tertiary
providers.

As well as course provision, one-off opportunities allow students to meet and talk with iconic New
Zealanders like academics Dr Claudia Orange and Dr Hamish Campbell, New Zealand writers,
sports people and politicians; also they can access exhibits at Te Papa and itinerant music tutors
— all things they would not usually be able to do without huge cost in both time and expense.

This growing community of WestNet students are at the forefront of future learning in New
Zealand; through the Virtual Learning Network West Coast students are empowered and many of
the disadvantages caused by their isolation are minimised.






Returning Text Books

Occasionally students bring home text books and forget to bring them back to school. We would
really appreciate your help by returning any school books to the school office as soon as possible
so they may be used again and save us replacement costs.

School Promotion Material

The school publishes a variety of promotional material, including newsletters, student and parent
handbooks and guides to the school. Photographs of students engaged in activities related to the
school may be used in these. If you do not wish your child's photograph to appear in these
publications, could you please advise the school office.

Greymouth High School Board of Trustees

Parent Representatives’ Election 2010

To ensure that you receive any mail and voting papers for this election,
could you make sure that the school office has your current information
recorded, especially if you have moved house, or had a change in family
circumstances.

The election information and nomination form will be mailed to you by the
start of the third week in March.

Lyn Rothery
Returning Officer

Lake Brunner Yachting Regatta. Photograph taken by senior Photography student
Jeremy Larkin.




Peer Support Leaders working with Year 9 student gr  oups.




